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Foreword

In 2005, the Biddestone and 
Slaughterford Parish Council, with the 
assistance of Community First, arranged 
a series of Open Meetings to gauge 
interest for the preparation of a Parish 
Plan and support in preparing it.   
Through holding meetings, both general 
and for focus groups, and carrying out a 
survey in 2006, a detailed picture of the 
Parish has been recorded, together with 
people’s concerns and aspirations for the 
future.  

The results of this exercise, both the 
statistics and comments, will assist the 
local councillors in their deliberations and 
give power to our representations  
to the new Unitary Authority, Wiltshire 
Council, for improvements in services 
and facilities as well as with planning and 
transport issues. 

Every household in both villages will 
receive a copy of the Plan. It will also  
go to Wiltshire Council (WC) and 
Community First (CF). It will be  
available on the village website 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would 
like to express our thanks, especially to  
John Owen and Jenny Pollitt for what 
has been a huge task for both of them; to 
other members of the steering committee 
and all those who assisted in other ways, 

particularly with the survey and with the 
focus groups.   

Thanks also to Nick Davies, for analysing 
the information collected in the survey, 
and to Marion Rayner, of Community 
First, who has supported us from the 
outset of this project.  

The reliability of conclusions drawn from 
a survey such as this depends largely on 
the amount of data collected and our 
thanks are due to all those, close to 90 
per cent of households, who completed 
the questionnaire.  

Finally, thanks to DEFRA and North 
Wiltshire District Council (NWDC) for 
funding the project.  
   

TIM SMITH 
Chairman 
Biddestone & Slaughterford  
Parish Council
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Map Showing Parish Boundaries
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History of the Parish

Both Biddestone and Slaughterford go back to 
Saxon times and indeed some Roman remains 
have been found near the bridge in 
Slaughterford. The origin of both names is 
uncertain. 
Mankind inhabited the post Ice Age 'Wild Wood' 
in this locality at least 5,000 years ago. To the 
east the Mesolithic tomb ('Bushy Barrows') at 
'Long Stone' near the A420, and another on the 
adjacent Lan Hill were completed by circa 2,900 
BC. The bones of 21 early residents were found 
at the latter during excavations.  
An ancient Iron Age track way through the 
deciduous forest from Chippenham (Cepe ham 
[1086] = Cepe's settlement) to Slaughterford 
(Slachtoneford = Sloe thorn crossing) bypassed 
the marshy ground around the spring line there. 
During the early part of the second century AD, 
Roman villas were established at Colerne, 
Euridge and North Wraxall to the west, but the 
path remained just that.  
The first inhabitants of Biddestone, allegedly 
from 620, may have been organised by an 
individual called Biedin who created a 
settlement or 'tun' around the water source near 
the current Manor House.  

The church of St Peter was founded at this time 
.By 1085, the two Manors of Biddestone, each 
with its own church and parish, had been taken 
over from the Saxon Alvaric by the Norman 
Humphrey de L’isle. By the Domesday Survey 

of 1086 there were four cottagers with 150 
acres of farmland plus 3 acres of meadow and 
2 of woodland.   
Absentee landlords granted the occupation of 
the area to lesser aristocracy for the next few 
centuries. People such as Henry de Bernevale, 
Edmund Gascelyn William 'Knight of Budeston' 
and numerous others lived here.
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Although the two ecclesiastical parishes 
remained separate for many years, they 
were rejoined when owned by Sir Gilbert 
Prynne of Allington who later sold the 
manors to Lord Hungerford. When Henry 
VIII executed Lord Hungerford in 1540, 
the lands passed to the Crown until they 
were sold to William Mompesson in 
1573. They were obtained by William 
Mountjoy in 1626, in whose family they 
remained for many generations. 

In 1661, Mountjoy had a gutter dug down 
through the village street to bring water 
from the springs in the western grounds 
into the newly dug pond on what is now 
the village green. 

Above: St Peter’s Church, Biddestone 
Above Right:  The Chippenham Hundred
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History of the Parish continued

This and its continuation eastwards, at first 
under the green before emerging in the 
garden of Willowbrook, are called the 
Wavering Brook and it joins up with the 
River Avon. 
The Methuen Family eventually became 
Lords of the Manor of Biddestone. Tithes 
from the two churches in Biddestone, St 
Nicholas and St Peter, were made over by 
Queen Matilda (the wife of King Stephen) 
to the Priory at Monkton Farleigh as were 
those from St Nicholas in Slaughterford.   
The church of St Peter, which was in the 
grounds of the Manor House, was pulled 
down during the 19th century having been 
in a state of decay for many years. 
Biddestone has primarily been an 
agricultural community.  The population 
only grew from 331 to 483 between 1801 
and 1951. The two churches and a 15th 
century manor house, now Manor Farm, 
may once have been the only stone 
edifices. Some of the wood and thatch 
buildings would have housed workers  
from the woollen, domestic service and 
farm trades. Fields were unfenced except 
for portable hurdles, organised in strips, 
with the produce and livestock being 
shared by landlord and tenant.  
The ponds behind the old Manor House 
were established in 1661. The building 
around The Green that unifies the village 
today did not take place until the late 17th 
or early 18th century. Britain's prosperity at 
the time financed the rebuilding of 
'Biddestone Manor' and 'Pool Farm' 

together with the range of stone houses 
and cottages along the access roads and 
around The Green.  
‘Willow House’ from 1730 was the 
culmination of this trend. Maltster Samuel 
Alborne created a typical Georgian 
townhouse in this rural setting.  
The 'Old West Road' (now A420) bypassed 
the site well to the north but more efficient 
surfaces for wheeled vehicles were made 
to it, and a new link with nearby Corsham 
as the track to Hartham declined, due to 
the 'emparkment' of the estate there. 
Biddestone was self-sufficient at this time. 
Houses such as 'The Old Forge', 'The Little 
House' and 'The Close' belie their former 
functions as blacksmith's workplace, shop/
slaughterhouse/coal merchants and 
agricultural machinery foundry respectively.  
Bread was baked locally in 'The Old 
Bakehouse'. Other buildings were farms, 
barns and malt houses. Hurdles and carts 
were built and repaired. A steam sawmill 
existed in Sawmills Lane. Humbler cottages 
(some demolished near the pump house) 
housed farm labourers and other workers.
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Houses Around the Green, Biddestone 
Centre: Willow House
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History of the Parish continued

In the 1870s the Poynder family of Hartham still 
financed many dwellings in the village for their 
employees. Until 1860, drovers from Wales used the 
track from Yatton Keynell through the settlement to herd 
their sheep and cattle to London. The animals and men 
enjoyed refreshment from the pool created by the 
ponded spring water or the beer brewed at the 
numerous alehouses with their own water supplies. 
Two of these hostelries remain as the 'White Horse' and 
'Biddestone Arms' (once the 'White Hart') public houses 
today.      
On its way to the battle of Lansdown, Oliver Cromwell’s 
army used the church of St Nicholas in Slaughterford 
for artillery target practice leaving it in ruins. For the 
next 200 years, until its restoration by the Victorians, 
the villagers had to worship in Biddestone where they 
were allowed to enter by a back door onto a balcony at 
the back of the church, thereby separating them from 
the people of Biddestone!  
It is believed that there were at least three water mills 
on the By Brook in Slaughterford during Saxon times. 
Initially, corn was ground and later, when weaving 
became the important local industry, they took to 
fullering and later still became paper mills.  
Rag Mill closed in the 1960s. Chaps Mill, the last to be 
in work, continued to make rag paper until its closure in 
the 1980s. A Local Government Order joined the two 
parishes to form a single civil parish in 1844.
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Clockwise from top left:  
The Old Forge 1980 
The Close 
The Pond and Green 1928 
The White Horse 1980 
Village Shop 1980 
Reading Room Cottage 1910  
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

The small rural parish of Biddestone with 
Slaughterford lies between three and five miles to the 
west of Chippenham. It had a population of 523 at 
the 2001 census. It consists of two settlements, 
surrounded by farmland, each with its own very 
individual character. The parish is in North West 
Wiltshire, between the A4 and A420 roads. The By 
Brook River, lying in a deep-wooded valley, forms its 
western boundary. 

The parish, with many listed buildings, is a 
Conservation Area and lies within the Cotswold Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. One of the farms has 
a noted Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
Slaughterford is on the Environment Agency map as 
lying in a flood plain.  

Biddestone 
Biddestone has a duck pond and a village green 
surrounded by predominantly eighteenth century 
Grade II Listed houses and cottages.  

Several more listed buildings are to be found close to 
the Saxon/Norman church of St. Nicholas and 
beyond that near the ancient Butts. This open grassy 
space is surrounded by twentieth century dwellings 
built on the old Tinings and Challows and forms the 
western edge of the village. Biddestone was recently 
described as the “quintessential English village”.
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Views of Biddestone
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

Slaughterford 
Slaughterford is more isolated in its valley because it can only  
be approached by means of  three, steep, one-track lanes. It 
has retained its tranquillity and small size (23 dwellings) while its 
abundant and unique bio-diversity has so far been conserved 
for  posterity. Most of the houses here are also Grade II Listed  
buildings. 

“Biddestone and Slaughterford should be maintained as a 
rural community for the benefit of Wiltshire people.” 

“Slaughterford and its surroundings are increasingly rare 
and so should be protected from the intrusion of anything 
that may compromise it visually and culturally.”
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St Nicholas Church and houses in Slaughterford



Biddestone & Slaughterford Parish Plan

Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

Countryside 
The farmed land around Biddestone village is mainly flat,  
with wooded hills rising towards Chippenham. It supports  
both arable crops and grazing. The banks of the river valley  enclosing 
Slaughterford are steeply wooded, this being a common feature of the 
Cotswolds. Its relative isolation has  
led to it retaining much of the flora and fauna that used to be 
commonly found in the countryside but has now vanished from most 
of England.   

The parish is covered by many footpaths that are well  
maintained and are frequently used by both local people and  
visitors. Dry stone walls separate and edge the fields but the high cost 
of their upkeep has led to much deterioration.
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Clockwise from top right: 
Cattle in Biddestone, local hounds, thoroughbred horses
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

The Built Areas 
Apart from the church, the  village hall, the pubs and the 
sports club, the parish has no public amenities. There is no  
school, shop, post office, petrol  station, garage or doctors’  
surgery. Pressure from the Parish Council has ensured  
that the public conveniences stay open. Villagers rely on local  
towns for shopping and medical centres.  

Local Economy 
Local employment opportunities in agriculture are very limited  
because there are only six farms in the parish. There is a 
thoroughbred stud farm as well as a small riding school. 

The old Saw Mills are in the process of being developed to  
store timber and heavy plant. Several people run freelance  
home-based businesses and the parish has for many years  
been home to several successful artists.  
  
Otherwise most of the population is employed outside the  
parish or is retired.  
The two pubs provide some part-time jobs and there are a  
a few bed and breakfast units and holiday lets. More of these 
are planned.

11

Biddestone Village HallBiddestone Manor House The Close



Biddestone & Slaughterford Parish Plan

Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

Transport 
Bus services to the local towns have improved recently but  
are expensive. People without cars either get lifts from  
friends, use bicycles or have to hire taxis. The Village Link  
provides transport for visits to hospital or local surgeries and  
medical centres.  

There is a good free bus  service from Biddestone for  
children who attend the By Brook Valley Primary School in  
neighbouring Yatton Keynell. Public buses take the  
secondary pupils to schools in Chippenham and Corsham. A  
main rail service operates from Chippenham. The National  
Coach Company operates from Chippenham and  
Corsham. 

Sports and Culture 
The sports clubs, which have excellent pitches and tennis  
courts, have been active for many years and enjoy a  
high reputation in the county. Their members, many of whom  
come from outside the parish, enjoy football, cricket, tennis,  
archery and skittles. The pitches are also hired to other  
local clubs. The sports facility buildings are included in the  
recently opened Biddestone Village Hall, which also provides  
a focus for an increasing number of parish meetings, cultural 
Activities, including Local Authority courses, parties and  
entertainments for all ages.  

The children’s riding school and the recently completed  
children’s playground attract visitors from outside the parish  
as well as being enjoyed by local families. 

  
.

Other small special interest groups, such as the Book Club, 
Gardening Club and History Group are now well established in 
the parish, as is the ever popular and active Women’s Institute.  
  
Larger scale community events include the Village Fete in  
June, the Slaughterford Country Fair, the November Bonfire  
Night, and the Little Challows summer Barbecue. Other 
social and fund-raising events take place throughout the 
year and include bingo, balls, auctions, recitals and parties.  
Many of the older population of the parish attend a weekly  
luncheon club in Yatton Keynell.  
  
Being a rural parish, most residents are interested in  
environmental issues. This was proved when 31 village  
people turned up for a butterfly walk in the summer of 2007.  
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today
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Above left: The White Horse Pub Biddestone 
Above Right: Houses on Biddestone Green 
Bottom Row: Biddestone Village Fete 2008
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

Health and Social Care  

Biddestone Parish falls within Wiltshire Primary Care Trust. 
There are no medical facilities in the parish but there are 
several within 2 to 3 miles, which have the expected integrated 
health and social care teams. There is serious concern about 
the possible reduction in the number of beds in the hospital at 
Chippenham to between ten and twenty. 
  
There is a minor injury unit at Chippenham Hospital, which also 
provides after hours care. For Accident and Emergency 
services, parishioners have to attend the Royal United Hospital 
in Bath or The Great Western Hospital in Swindon. NHS funded 
dental services are few and very far between.   
  
Policing – Community Safety – Roads  

The parish seems to be a safe place in which to live  
although burglary is a problem from time to time. There is now 
Neighbourhood Policing and Biddestone comes under 
Chippenham Rural. Regular meetings with Community Police 
Officers are currently being established to find out and target 
concerns. Recent changes to personnel are still being clarified. 
A Neighbourhood Watch scheme exists in the community. 
  
Biddestone village suffers because its roads provide a short cut 
for vehicles travelling to or from Bristol and the M4. Few 
of these appear to adhere to the 30 mile an hour speed limit.

Weight limits have been introduced in both villages but there is 
still concern about the number of heavy lorries on the small 
country lanes. Slaughterford is also used as a “cut-through” and 
an increasing number of vehicles is being guided though the 
villages by satellite navigation systems.

14

“The parish of Biddestone and Slaughterford is a 
delightful and vibrant place to live and the increasing 
number of young families moving into it bode well for 
the future.”
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Biddestone & Slaughterford Today

Religion 
The Anglican churches in both villages are dedicated to St 
Nicholas and are very active. They are part of the By Brook 
benefice. Two full time and one “house for duty” priests are 
supported by several lay preachers who minister to 10 
parishes.  

Biddestone church also acts as a meeting place for villagers 
with its weekly coffee mornings whilst St Nicholas in 
Slaughterford is used for meetings and other social events. 
There are other church initiatives for children and young 
people. Both churches are popular for weddings and baptisms.  
  
The nearest Catholic Churches are in Chippenham and 
Corsham. The Methodist and Baptist chapels in Biddestone are 
no longer used. Above Chaps mill in Slaughterford, are the 
remains of a Quaker meeting House and burial ground. 
Residents of Biddestone are entitled to be buried in the 
churchyard extension at the top of Weavern Lane.
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How the Plan Was Produced

Considerable interest was created in the parish when the 
Parish Council announced an Open Meeting to discuss the 
possible production of a parish plan.  
  
The Parish Plan Steering Committee was formed and after 
more public meetings, Focus Groups met to concentrate on 
specific areas. These working groups covered:  Housing and 
Planning; Countryside and Environment; Traffic and Transport; 
Health and Local Services; Crime and Police; Youth Groups; 
Culture and Leisure; Church and Tourism. 
  
The groups conducted initial surveys and research and aimed 
to gather as many ideas and opinions from as wide a cross-
section of the Parish as possible. We also held launch parties, 
a History afternoon, social events, Open Meetings, and prize 
draws and kept the Parish informed of our progress by way of 
the Parish Broadsheet, posters and fliers. 
  
Many of the consultation processes concerned aspects of the 
Parish that people particularly liked and so did not generate 
further questions. In May 2006, a questionnaire was drawn up 
and hand-delivered to every household in the parish.  213 
questionnaires were distributed and each resident over the 
age of eleven was asked to complete the survey.   
  
As a result of fantastic work by the Steering Committee and 
other volunteers, the questionnaires were completed and 
returned by 185 individual households – representing almost 
90% of the Parish. The initial results were fed back to the 
Community at an Open Meeting. 

The Focus Groups were reorganised to assess how strongly 
Parishioners felt about problems and possible improvements. 
New committees were reconvened with specific instructions to 
contact relevant local organisations and authorities and to 
target areas for action. 
  
Nothing hugely surprising or unpredictable came out of the 
data, but what emerged however, and is particularly significant, 
is the change in people’s attitude towards getting and staying 
involved. The main results are shown in the following sections. 
From these we have identified key areas for action and plans to 
meet them.  
  
We would like to express our sincere thanks to everyone who 
worked on the project from the Steering Committee, members 
of Focus Groups and those who delivered and collected 
questionnaires.  
  
We particularly want to thank Marion Rayner of Community 
First who has helped and guided our faltering footsteps and 
Nick Davies who has given us so much professional help and 
advice in analysing data and pointing the way forward. We are 
very grateful to Community First, North Wiltshire District Council 
and the Parish Council for their support. 
  
Most importantly we wish to thank the members of Biddestone 
and Slaughterford Parish without whom the Parish Plan would 
not have been made.  
John Owen and Jenny Pollitt 
Co-Chairs, Parish Plan Steering Committee 
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The Questionnaire

  
The questionnaire was the most important part of the 
consultation process and was intended to be delivered to every 
household. According to the Electoral Roll, there are 234 
dwellings in the Parish.  Due to a number of factors, including 
houses being for sale and vacant, holiday lets or weekend 
accommodation, questionnaires were distributed to 213 
households. Responses were entirely anonymous. 
  
A total of 185 questionnaires were returned and analysed for 
this Plan - an 87% completion rate. The format of the 
questionnaire comprised two parts. 
  
Part 1: Household Section.  
The responses from the first four questions were necessary for 
analysis. They were designed to be answered on behalf of the 
whole household. 
  
Part 2:  Personal Section.  
These questions allowed up to six people in any household to 
respond. The minimum age of respondents was 11. 
 
The responses ranged from a simple Yes/No/No opinion to a 
Multi-answer/Multi-choice. There were also questions that 
asked the household to make other comments. 
  
Note: All of the following results are based on the 87% 
response rate.
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Questionnaire Results: Population and Employment
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53% of respondents were female. 47% of respondents were male. 
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Questionnaire Results: Population and Employment

In particular, the data gives clarity to the considerable amount of movement into and out of the Parish.  35% of the population have moved into 
the parish in the last 5 years. 61% of the population have moved into the parish in the last 15 years. 3% of the population have lived in the 
parish all their lives. 
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Questionnaire Results: Population and Employment

Whilst some people travel considerable distances in their employment, the majority can be considered to live their lives 
locally: 41% are retired or housewives. 17% work from home. 8% travel more than 50 miles to work. Most parishioners have 
cars or access to them. 75 use voluntary drivers, taxis or bicycles. Buses are only used by 5.9% on a regular basis
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Questionnaire Results: Housing and Planning

Housing and planning often divides opinion as a community 
attempts to balance new and additional housing needs with a 
desire to protect its present character. 
  
This is certainly so of our Parish, and it is amplified by our 
environmental position and status. Many of the existing houses 
are listed. There are already limits and restrictions on further 
building. This clearly influences our community when it comes  to 
housing and planning. To the question on whether people 
thought the Parish could accommodate more housing, 67% 
answered no, 22.7% yes with 10.4% answering 'don’t know'. 
 Although 67% felt no further homes were required,  
there was a diversity of smaller percentage responses looking 
for Local  Authority or Housing Association homes, homes for 

large and small families, young or single people, and 
accommodation for people with disabilities. 

Balancing the conflicting expectations within a modern 
community is a role the Parish Council, and its associated local 
and national regulations, must perform in its management of the 
planning control system. Whilst the regulations set out to help 
protect character, amenity and environment in our towns, cities 
and countryside, there is a commitment to be flexible and 
responsive to the needs of communities wanting to actively 
participate in decisions that affect their local area. 
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Questionnaire Results: Housing and Planning

The North Wiltshire Adopted Local Plan 2011 was produced in 
response to the Government requiring authorities to carry out 
an environmental appraisal as part of their overall Local 
Development Framework Plan. The vision of this document is 
to improve North Wiltshire through sustainable development, 
and achieve a balance between economy, environment and 
social factors.  
  
Biddestone has a defined framework boundary, while 
Slaughterford does not. Within the Biddestone zone in planning 
terms, building is looked upon more favourably. Although 
building outside of this framework is far more strictly regulated, 
agricultural, forestry worker or other rural based occupations 
including equestrian applications are however considered. 
  
Prior to this questionnaire, a housing survey was carried out by 
the Parish Council in December 2004 and concluded that a few 
rented units of social housing were necessary.  The response 
rate to this questionnaire was 26.5%.   

Since the beginning of 2008, planning consent has been given 
for seven dwellings in Biddestone village of which three are 
new and the remainder are conversions. Out of these, two will 
meet social housing needs. 

Slaughterford successfully appealed against a proposed 
residential development of the nearby site of the old Paper 
Mills. Access to the hamlet is via steep, single track, lanes 
unable to cope with the volume of tourist traffic visiting the By 
Brook Valley and the problems caused by satellite navigation. 

There was also concern that the site is in a flood plain and its 
development would have been detrimental to this unique valley. 
However, the PC and residents are very aware that future 
applications to develop the site are likely. 
  
The recent population boom in the parish will inevitably put 
increasing pressure on the existing housing stock. As families 
grow and require more space, the older type of small cottage 
common in the parish may simply not meet their needs. 
  
Current planning restrictions and lack of available property or 
land also mitigate against the desire of the community to open 
shops, tea rooms etc.

22

New home in Biddestone
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Housing and Planning Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Development Control of future 
expansion

Support the 
provision of 
affordable 
housing in the 
parish

PC, Wiltshire 
Council, Local 
Housing 
Associations

Ongoing

Housing for 
small and 
growing families

Families being 
able to stay in 
the parish when 
their families 
expand

Investigate 
planning 
applications and 
provision of 
housing for 
families

PC, Wiltshire 
Council, Housing 
Associations

Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Countryside and Environment

The large majority (70-80%) of the parish is very aware and appreciative of the environment in which it lives and for many people 
this is the reason for moving into this beautiful area. The fields with crops and livestock, with walls, hedges, ponds streams and 
rivers are all-important and provide many locations for viewing wildlife. Some areas, particularly in the Slaughterford valley are 
unique in this part of the country. A major priority of almost all is to maintain and preserve the countryside. Many replies (79%) 
suggested that a wildlife meadow might be created and respondents were keen to see the cleaning, repair and upgrading of 
Biddestone pond.
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How important are the following features of the surrounding countryside to you?
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Biddestone Pond

The pond and village green in Biddestone attract many visitors 
throughout the year and in particular, the pond’s importance 
cannot be understated. However, it has developed a leak, often 
becomes silted up and could be vastly improved to attract a wider 
range of wildlife.  
  
The Parish Council commissioned various studies and the 
following observations were made by Higher National Diploma 
Countryside Management (HNDCM) students from Lackham 
College (Wiltshire College) during a site visit in December 2005. 
  
Local knowledge records that the pond had previously had quite 
diverse wildlife in terms of aquatic plants such as water-lilies. 
A survey of the pond showed that the silt content was very high – 
in areas it is in excess of 30cm.  As a result there is little wildlife 
surviving in the pond, apart from the ducks. Lackham College 
have proposed a Management Plan for the pond. 
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“When is something going to be done about the 
pond?”  

“Where have all the beautiful white ducks gone?”

Left: Biddestone Pond 
Above:  The pond today 
Inset: Replanting commenced 
Spring 2009
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Questionnaire Results : Countryside and Environment

There is a demand that the footpaths and bridleways should be signed and made accessible and it is hoped that maps identifying them in the 
Parish might be made available for both residents and visitors. Litter and fly tipping is a common problem and 81% of people feel that it should 
be stopped. The local authority is obliged by law to remove fly tipped rubbish. The public should notify Wiltshire Council or a member of the 
Parish Council. Two annual village clean up days in Biddestone have already been established to coincide with the Best Kept Village 
Competition and there is strong support (36%) for having such a clean up day twice a year.  A request has been made for more dog fouling bins 
to be placed in the parish particularly around the sports ground. It is important to note that litterbins can now be used for disposal, which should 
alleviate the problem. Dog fouling is also a problem in Slaughterford. Poaching is of concern in Slaughterford as well as along the length of the 
By Brook River.

26

What do you think could be done to protect wildlife in Biddestone & Slaughterford?
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Countryside and Environment  Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Biddestone Pond 
Problems with silting, 
leaking & overpopulation 
by ducks and rats. Poor 
planting and wildlife

To rejuvenate pond to 
create environmentally 
friendly and safe eco-
system which will benefit 
not only wildlife but also 
attract visitors 

Leak fixed 
Management Plan 
obtained from Wiltshire 
College, Lackham 
Seek funding 

Form Friends of the Pond 
Group

P.C. 
P.C./Wiltshire College 
P.C/Wiltshire Wildlife/WC and other 
grants/BIFFA 
P.C/Local community

Completed 08 
Ongoing –planting 
planned for early ‘09 

50% grant from WC 
towards costs of 
restoration. PC to 
match fund 
Ongoing

Footpaths and bridleways 
not always clearly marked 
or accessible

Improve access to 
countryside with better 
signage, information, 
leaflets, maps

Organise walks, talks and 
make leaflets and maps 
available; repair broken 
stiles and maintain 
footpaths  
Liaise with local walking 
and rambling groups

P.C/WC/Countryside Agencies/
Wiltshire Wildlife/local landowners/
Cotswold Warden Scheme/ 
Biddestone Broadsheet and notice 
boards 
Honeycomb/websites 
Local Walking Groups

Ongoing 

Ongoing

Litter and fly-tipping 
Build up of rubbish around 
pond 
Create cleaner 
environment

Create litter-free 
environment 
More regular collection 
especially in Summer 
Involve householders in 
improving their 
environment

Organise clean-up days, 
publicise local recycling 
facilities and litter 
collection 
Increase frequency of 
rubbish collection from 
litter bins 
Enter Best Kept Village 
Competition 

P.C./WC/Broadsheet, 
Honeycomb, website,  
Notice boards/volunteers 
P.C. 
P.C./Local community and 
volunteers/local schools

Two annual clean up 
days already 
organised. More to be 
planned and publicised 
Ongoing 

Annual competition

Dog fouling Clean and safe 
environment

Keep up pressure for dog 
owners to clean up. 
Inform parish litterbins 
can now be used.

P.C./Broadsheet Ongoing

Community involvement 
and appreciation of local 
surroundings

Create wildlife meadow Set up group to liaise with 
local landowners and 
wildlife groups

P.C., Broadsheet, website, 
Wiltshire Wildlife, butterfly 
conservation groups, Honeycomb, 
volunteers

Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Traffic and Transport

The survey showed the main areas of concern are: the 
volume and speed of traffic passing through the Parish; its 
suitability for the roads; and safety of those who do not use 
vehicles. 

A traffic census was carried out in Biddestone over a twelve 
day period in January 2007 on the C86 - Cuttle Lane. The 
Central Roads Policing Unit assessed the number and 
speed of vehicles passing through the village. The high 
number of vehicles, 26,627, (averaging 2,219 daily) 
suggested to the police that the road through Biddestone is 
“used as a rat run, possibly between the A420 and the A4”.  

This confirmed our expectations. The average speed was 
27.5mph.  
  
Reduction of the speed limit and other traffic calming 
measures received considerable support although more 
road signs and extension of the speed area was supported 
by less than 50% of the parish. 
  
A major worry in Biddestone is that the pavement in Cuttle 
Lane is very narrow. This lane is used as a main 
thoroughfare through the village to houses and to the village 
hall and recreation grounds.  

In some parts, the pavement is so narrow that the outer 
wheels of wheelchairs and pushchairs cannot remain on the 
pavement, both before and beyond the traffic calming area. 
Some work has been done to improve this but the problem 
remains.
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Would you support the following speed control measures in 
Biddestone & Slaughterford?
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Questionnaire Results: Traffic and Transport

In a parish in which most of the houses were built before the 
invention of the motor car and now that almost all 
households own at least one car, less than 15% of 
respondents state that they have difficulty parking their car. 
The parking of tourists’ cars around The Green in Biddestone 
and in Slaughterford produces temporary irritations for 25%. 
The majority is against parking control in the parish. 

There is no public transport to or from Slaughterford. This is 
because of its small size and difficult access down the three 
single-track roads to the village.  
  
In Biddestone, people who neither drive nor have immediate 
access to a car are reasonably served by public transport or 
make use of the Village Link. 
  
Most parishioners have cars or access to them but 75 use 
voluntary drivers, taxis or bicycles. Buses are only used by 
5.9% on a regular basis. 
  
Finding solutions to the problems caused by speeding, 
narrow pavements and traffic unsuited to the narrow roads is 
always difficult. Whilst it is generally agreed that 
improvements need to be made, the majority of residents 
would not want to see the introduction of street lights, 
increased signage or road markings. People wish to maintain 
the beauty and peace of the villages but as more cars are 
introduced by tourists and residents alike, this becomes 
increasingly difficult. Many families have more than one 
vehicle with some having as many as four per household. As 
more young people in the parish learn to drive, the numbers 
of vehicles per household is likely to increase.  
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Would you like to see some form of parking control in
Biddestone & Slaughterford?
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Questionnaire Results: Traffic and Transport

Traffic using Slaughterford as a 
cut-through is causing problems 
as well as vehicles being directed 
along the narrow lanes by satellite 
navigation systems. 
  
Damage to verges by large 
vehicles – and said vehicles 
getting stuck – is again often the 
result of direction by satellite 
navigation systems. The council 
and police are aware of such 
problems.  
  
The increase in size and speed of 
agricultural vehicles using the 
roads through the parish 
sometimes causes problems 
especially where the lanes are 
narrow and there are few passing 
places. An even greater problem 
is posed in the Slaughterford lane 
network for residents and road 
users alike by the lack of any 
specific speed restrictions.  

Allowance has to be made within 
a farming community and respect 
and understanding of the needs of 
the community must be 
encouraged. 

30

Narrow lanes and large vehicles 
cause problems in Slaughterford
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Traffic and Transport  Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Narrow pavements, 
unsafe for pedestrians 
and users of 
wheelchairs. Unsafe 
for young children and 
families with 
pushchairs

Improve pavements 
especially narrow 
paths in Cuttle Lane 
and The Butts in 
Biddestone

Identify areas needing 
improvement and lobby 
relevant bodies

P.C. WC, Police and Highways Some improvements instigated 
in Cuttle Lane Summer ’08, 
remainder ongoing

Poor road surface and 
severe potholes

Good road surfaces 
and improved 
maintenance

Refurbish roads and 
pavements and push for better 
quality materials and 
techniques to be used in view 
of the rapid deterioration of 
road surfaces in the Parish

P.C.,WC Continual 
improvements and monitoring 
of problem areas 

Speeding traffic and 
accident black spots

Adherence to speed 
limits and safe driving

Investigate ways to reduce 
speeding through the villages. 

Install speed control measures 
in villages and on A420 at 
Biddestone crossroads. 
Organise public meetings to 
discuss traffic problems

P.C and other local parishes 
(A420), WC 
P.C./Broadsheet and local 
papers to publicise Public 
meetings

Ongoing.  

New signage and solar-
powered flashing signs have 
been installed at A420 junction 
with co-funding from three 
other local parishes.  
Plan for road markings through 
centre of Biddestone to slow 
traffic down. Ongoing.

Weight Limits Reduction in volume of 
unsuitable and heavy 
vehicles in villages and 
narrow lanes 

Explore possibility of reducing 
weight limit especially in 
Slaughterford

P.C., WC Ongoing

Traffic directed through 
villages by satellite 
navigation systems

Reduction in number 
and type of vehicles 
through villages and 
lanes 

Take Biddestone & 
Slaughterford off satellite 
navigation systems where 
possible

P.C. and relevant bodies Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Health and Local Services

Generally, the parish seems to be satisfied by the available health services. Doctors’ surgeries/medical centres are present in Corsham, Yatton 
Keynell and western Chippenham, all three of which are within 2 to 3 miles of the Parish. Some parishioners use the surgery at Box.  
  
Only 5% considered the service to be poor. However the provision of NHS dental services in North Wiltshire is very sparse indeed. Unless one 
is 18 or under, there are no NHS dentists available to take on new patients in North Wilts. The nearest NHS dental services available to adults 
are in Trowbridge, Amesbury or Salisbury. However, there are Dental Access centres in Chippenham and Salisbury for emergency treatment. 
  
There is considerable interest in the possible re-opening of a shop/post office in Biddestone. The proximity of the parish to shops and 
supermarkets in Chippenham and Corsham may make such a venture unviable but it should be investigated. 
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If the following opened in Biddestone & Slaughterford how often would you use them?
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Questionnaire results:  Health and Local Services

The Post Office in Yatton Keynell is under threat and it seems unlikely that one would open in Biddestone, given the lack of premises and 
current policy on rural post offices. The Churches are being encouraged to use their buildings as community facilities. Slaughterford is 
particularly active in using the church for community events. The provision of the utilities of water, electricity, and gas and sewage (where 
applicable) are largely satisfactory. Provision of mains gas throughout the parish seems desirable.
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How often do you use the following shops and services? 
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Refuse collection has been changed recently but more refined systems and recycling sites need to be available. Recycling collection takes 
place fortnightly but is restricted to the collection of paper, glass and cans. Some residents do not benefit from this collection as the lanes where 
they live are too narrow to access both sides of the recycling vehicles. Greater publicity is needed to ensure residents know what is available 
from Wiltshire Council. Fly tipping; litter and the condition of the roads and lanes in the parish are of particular concern as is dog fouling 
throughout Biddestone and on the sports fields. 
  
Mobile phone reception is poor throughout most of the Parish. The two public telephone boxes are very important for both residents and visitors 
although increasingly difficult to use since the cash facility has been withdrawn.
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What are your views on the standard of the following environmental  
Services in Biddestone & Slaughterford?
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Health and Local Services Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Dental Treatment Improved NHS dental 
facilities

Lobby and ask PC and 
NWDC  to lobby local MP 
Publicise emergency 
facilities available and new 
centres

PC and local community 
PC, Broadsheet, Honeycomb, local 
papers, notice boards, website

Ongoing 
Ongoing

Local shop and post office Improved local facilities 
within parish

Investigate possibility of 
opening village shop or 
mobile shop. Seek advice 
from CF

Community First, PC, local 
residents, WC, local businesses 
and property owners, churches 
and pubs

Ongoing

Lack of meeting place with 
refreshment facilities

Cafe or tea room on 
permanent or regular 
basis

With CF’s help, investigate 
possibility of increased use 
of local churches or open 
village hall or private 
enterprise

PC and local community, 
Community First, churches, 
existing local businesses and 
property owners

Ongoing

Refuse collection and 
limited recycling service 
Recycling service is not 
available  
Parish-wide

Improved services and 
facilities to reduce burden 
on local residents and to 
encourage community to 
recycle  
Service available 
throughout parish

Lobby for improved 
spectrum of collection for 
recycling – e.g. collection 
of plastic bottles and 
cardboard  
Lobby for wider service

PC, WC Ongoing

Recycling sites Sites in place within 
parish

Investigate possibility of 
installing bottle, paper, 
plastic, can banks etc at 
village hall

PC, WC, BVH&RT, local 
community

Ongoing

Local Transport Improved transport to 
and from villages

Investigate future policy on 
transport and lobby for 
improvements

PC, WC, local and national 
transport companies

Ongoing

Transport for the elderly 
and people without own 
vehicle

Mobility for all so that 
people can attend village 
facilities

Increased inter-community 
co-operation and publicity 
of schemes via notice 
boards, broadsheet, notice 
boards

PC, local community, Village Link Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Police, Community Safety and Crime

A Neighbourhood Policing Team initiative has been instigated  
to include a Beat Manager, Police Officers, Community  
Support Officers and members of the Special Constabulary.  
This is to provide cover for several local parishes. It  has had start-  
up problems because of a shortage of staff. 
  
In 2006 only two cases of theft were reported to the police,  
one of a stolen tax disc from a car and the other of some hanging 
baskets. In the last two years, there have been a significant number  
of other break-ins and thefts in the Parish including distraction 
burglaries as well as cases of people posing as representatives  
from utilities companies in order to gain entry into the property.  
  
For this reason, although the parish is seen as a relatively  
safe place to live, many people are concerned about the  
threat of burglary (61.3%) while other types of theft (23%) and 
vandalism (25%) are also significant worries. A small number  
of people replied that there are areas of the parish in which  
they feel unsafe. There is very limited street lighting in the  
parish which makes some residents nervous about walking at night. 
However, the majority of residents were not keen to introduce further 
lighting. 

Most respondents said that they would like to be members of the 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  A new coordinator is needed for the 
scheme to keep residents aware of thefts and scams and to liaise with 
the police.  
  
36% said the police coverage was reasonable  
30% said it was poor 
  
The poaching of fish from the By Brook in Slaughterford and other 
wildlife throughout the parish is a continuing problem as well as fly 
tipping. The community needs to be aware of ways to improve personal 
safety and responsibility whilst moving around the parish. Cyclists need 
to use the roads responsibly and the control of dogs has to be 
understood. 

  
The conditions and narrowness of the roads affects the safety of 
drivers, cyclists, pedestrians and riders of horses. A high proportion of 
people who own horses in the area use the roads, lanes and 
bridleways, as does the local riding school. Many others ride into the 
villages, which has implications on road safety. 
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“It is important to protect and preserve villages of exceptional 
beauty and historical interest as places  where people of all 

ages are happy to live and feel secure and safe.”
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Police, Community Safety and Crime Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Thefts and scams Stop burglaries and fraud Publicise information from 
police about scams

PC, Neighbourhood Watch, 
Police, Broadsheet, website, 
notice boards, church groups, 
Honeycomb

Ongoing

Neighbourhood Watch Efficient organisation, good 
liaison with police, 
increased public 
involvement and publicity

Re-establish and 
reinvigorate NWS. Seek 
new coordinator, publicise 
what NW does 

Police, PC, website, 
Broadsheet, local volunteers, 
notice boards, Honeycomb, 

Ongoing

Home safety and security Make all residents aware 
of free service provided 
through Wiltshire Fire and 
Rescue Service to fit 
smoke alarms and give 
advice on fire safety 
measures. 
Make elderly aware of 
other free services from 
Police to fit security 
measures such as chains 
and locks

Publicise free service and 
how to obtain help. Hold 
public meetings, issue 
flyers with information

Police, Wiltshire Fire and 
Rescue Service, PC, 
Broadsheet, Honeycomb, 
website, notice boards, church 
groups, Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme

Ongoing

Condition of roads and 
pavements

Good condition of roads 
and pavements so safer 
for pedestrians, cyclists 
and other road users and 
to prevent continual 
damage to car tyres

Make necessary repairs PC, WC, Highways and Police Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Culture, Leisure and Youth Groups

The consultation exercise indicated that the population was generally satisfied with the cultural and leisure provision within the village. Respondents commented favourably on the provision for sports, although relatively few take part, which reinforces the point that Biddestone is providing facilities used by a 
wider area.  Comment was generally favourable on Village Hall activities  
with 70% having attended an event there. There appears to be support for extending the range of classes (e.g. Pilates, Keep Fit) and events in the future, although past experience suggests that this may not be matched with firm support.  

The one clear area of shortfall identified in leisure provision was for toddlers and young people. Many respondents felt that the children’s playground needed improvement and that more activities for young people (youth club, after school club, holiday play scheme, creative arts, children’s cookery and film 
club were all mentioned) were needed. Since the survey was completed, the playground has been completely rebuilt and is now a local attraction. The Church runs the Edward Bear Club for babies and pre-schoolers; other pre-school and nursery facilities are at By Brook Primary School in Yatton Keynell and 
in neighbouring towns and villages. 
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Age Group In relation to educational facilities, does Biddestone & 
Slaughterford need either of the following?
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Questionnaire Results: Culture, Leisure and Youth Groups
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Which new sports clubs/activities would you attend in Biddestone & 
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Culture, Leisure and Youth Groups Action Plan
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Children’s playground Replace old play area at 
BVH with new equipment 

Funding obtained from 
NWDC, Awards for All, PC, 
Biddestone PCC Education 
Fund, BVH&RT. 
Playground completed July 
‘07

Lead from Jill Forrester, 
Edward Bear Club, volunteers 
Kompan, NWDC,  Awards for 
All, BVH&RT, B&S Parish 
Council, St Nicholas Church 
Biddestone

Completed

Activities for older children 
and Teenagers

Set up Youth Club  
Establish after school/
holiday club 
Set up classes/creative 
groups

Review support for 
initiatives.  
Investigate and research 
premises, funding for 
renovation of buildings, 
staffing and regulations

BVH&RT, WC, Community 
First, By Brook Valley Primary 
School, Local Secondary 
schools, sports clubs and 
groups, Church and volunteers

Ongoing 
Youth skittles team set 
up Summer ‘08

New classes and groups Increase number of 
classes, activities, clubs, 
and talks

Greater publicity of village 
hall activities and classes 
put into practice 
Set up new groups and 
publicise information  
Put up new notice boards 

WEA, Rural Arts, BVH&RT, PC, 
Broadsheet and Honeycomb, 
volunteers 

Parish Council

Ongoing 
New classes started 
plus new small groups 
– book and gardening 

Completed

Bar at Village Hall Create well managed, well-
stocked bar 

Improve management and 
publicity of bar and open 
more regularly

BVH&RT, volunteers, brewery, 
sports clubs

Ongoing. 
Bar has improved 
greatly, is  better 
managed and stocked 
and is profitable 

Cleanliness of hall and 
recreation area

Improved general 
cleanliness of hall 
especially after private hire 
parties. 

All users of the hall and 
sports clubs to show 
respect for the area 

Help get more volunteers 
on BVH&RT to spread 
workload, check after 
private hire and classes, 
keep deposit if necessary. 

Trust and three sports 
clubs are drawing up a 
Respect It document

BVH&RT, cleaning company, 
volunteers, sports and other 
clubs and groups 

BVH&RT, Football, tennis and 
sports clubs

Ongoing 

Ongoing
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Questionnaire Results: Communication

The questionnaire returns revealed that while only 33% of the parish had ever 
attended a Parish Council meeting, over 40% would like more information about 
its role and activities. 
  
Communication about events relating to the parish comes by way of the four 
notice boards placed around the villages; the Biddestone Broadsheet which is 
produced and distributed to every household each month; distribution of notices 
and flyers and also by word of mouth.  Many households also subscribe to the 
Honeycomb, a magazine produced by the By Brook Benefice.   
  
An all inclusive Biddestone and Slaughterford website is hoped for. Its aim is to 
provide as much information as possible with news, events and official notices. It 
is understood that not everyone has access to the internet, but it is hoped that 
the website will become an important channel of communication in the future. 
The website would also have links to local authority sites as well as to local 
businesses and services such as bed and breakfast facilities in the locality. 

The Biddestone Village Hall and Recreation Committee actively seeks 
sponsorship of local events which also helps to raise awareness of what is 
happening. The 5K and 10K run in 2008 was sponsored by a local firm of estate 
agents. 
  
There is a telephone box in both Biddestone and Slaughterford. These are 
particularly important for the many walkers and other tourists who come to the 
parish as well as for people in the parish without a home phone. However the 
boxes no longer  take cash and operate only with cards, a 999 service and 
reversing the charges. 
  
19% of local residents use the phone boxes. Mobile phone reception is poor in 
much of Biddestone and Slaughterford and many parishioners have difficulties in 
obtaining successful Internet broadband connection. 
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Events within parish Greater awareness of and 
involvement in what is 
happening in the community 

Increase awareness and 
ensure early as possible 
publicity, distribute more fliers

PC, Broadsheet, BVH&RT, 
Honeycomb, Church Groups, 
Schools, website, notice boards

Ongoing, new notice 
boards put up in parish 
and at village hall

Sponsorship of events More sponsorship to raise 
funds for village hall etc

Create links with local 
businesses and investigate 
sponsorship deals

Local and national businesses, PC, 
BVH&RT, Sports Clubs

Ongoing 
10k and 5k Runs 
sponsored in Biddestone 
September’08 

Parish Website Excellent easy to navigate 
website serving the parish; 
informative website with 
notice board facility

Reinvigorate project. Obtain 
funding, secure website editor 
and contributors, research 
links, publicise existing useful 
websites and links

PC, WC, BVH&RT, Sports Clubs, 
Broadsheet, Honeycomb, notice 
boards, local schools and 
businesses, local newspapers

In development.  
Biddestone website set up 
www.biddestonevillage.co.
uk  

Notice boards Clear boards with more space 
for notices 

Purchase and erect new 
boards and relocate old 
boards, and ensure notices up 
to date

PC, BVH&RT Completed

Parish Council Better information about PC’s 
role, decisions and activities; 
increase two way contact

Hold more public meetings and 
ensure they are publicised well 
in advance, inform parish of 
membership and how to 
contact PC, put list of 
members on notice boards 
plus contact numbers 

PC, WC, Broadsheet, Honeycomb, 
notice boards, websites, local 
community and businesses

Ongoing.  
List of members published 
in Broadsheet. 
Further improvements are 
needed to aid 
communication within the 
parish

Community involvement To create a community in 
which all members feel 
welcome, are valued and are  
able to participate 

Improve communication and 
parish outreach

Local community, Broadsheet, 
Honeycomb, website, notice 
boards, PC, churches, clubs and 
societies, BVH&RT

Continuing

Communication between the 
two villages

Parish solidarity and sense of 
community and knowledge of 
each village

Organise walks around the 
villages, talks on local history 
and local environment, 
encourage participation in 
each village’s activities

PC, Local residents, BVH&RT, 
Broadsheet, website, Honeycomb, 
Churches, clubs and societies, 
local landowners, local businesses

Continuing. 
Open Meetings and 
History Day held. More 
planned

http://www.biddestonevillage.co.uk/
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Questionnaire Results: Church and Tourism

St Nicholas Church in Slaughterford 
occupies a site on which there have 
been Christian buildings for over a 
thousand years. It stands in the 
middle of a field and is the focal 
point of the village both in terms of 
its structure and as centre of the 
community.  It was already in a 
state of disrepair when Oliver 
Cromwell's men used it for 
target practice (two cannon balls 
still exist in the village).  Rebuilt in 
1823, it still remains in use as the 
church and increasingly as the 
'village hall' - the nave being the 
part of the church for 'the people'. 

25% of the village population of 40 
come to Holy Communion and 
Morning Prayer - often more.  This 
is a very high percentage. Morning 
Prayer is alternated with rural 
services - Plough Sunday, 
Lambing, Lammas etc at which the 
congregation can be 30 people or 
more.  

The Taize service has attracted up 
to 50 people and has spawned 
'God and Wine' evenings. The 
Slaughterford Cinema has been 
established showing films which 
lead directly to conversations of 
God and Wine.  
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The churches in both villages are 
very active and provide not only 
involvement in spiritual affairs, but 
also support and social integration. 
There is a weekly coffee morning at 
St Nicholas in Biddestone as well as 
groups for young people ranging 
from the Edward Bear Club and 
Junior Church to groups for 
teenagers. 

Of the 111 people who said that they 
were active church members, 62% 
were of St Nicholas Church in 
Biddestone and 13.5% of St 
Nicholas Slaughterford. These are 
both Church of England. The 
remaining 24% were of other 
denominations. 
  
As historic buildings the churches 
were rated highly by 78% while 61% 
said that the churches are important 
as a focal point for the community. 
Others thought them important for 
weddings baptisms and funerals 
and as a tourist attraction.  

Both churches are open daily. Of 
the 292 who answered the question 
69.9% consider that local religious 
groups contribute to community life.  

In Common with many rural communities, the established churches 
are finding the upkeep of their fabric difficult to maintain because of 
the small number of regular worshippers, although the Christmas 
and Easter services are very well attended as is the Remembrance 
Day service and ceremony. By Brook Valley Primary School holds 
its annual Easter Service at St Nicholas in Biddestone.  

In Biddestone, a number of fundraising events take place outside 
the church including fetes, plant sales and musical evenings. The 
church also benefits financially from other events including 
Biddestone fete. The nearest Catholic Churches are in Corsham 
and Chippenham. The Methodist and Baptist chapels in Biddestone 
are no longer used. In the woods above Chaps Mill in Slaughterford, 
are the remains of a Quaker meeting House and burial ground. 

Junior Church, Biddestone St Nicholas Slaughterford
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Questionnaire Results: Church and Tourism

The Church has also been used for 
the Slaughterford Playgroup, the 
Slaughterford Country Fair held in 
and around the Church; the Harvest 
lunch; concerts and a talk on the 
restoration of Shackleton's huts in 
Antarctica. 
  
The churchyard is cherished by two 
members of the village. There are 
regular notes in the visitor’s book 
thanking the church for being kept 
open and for the peace and 
tranquillity that is found there. 

Many visitors come to the Parish 
because of its architecture and  
the beauty of the surrounding 
countryside. It is an area popular 
with walkers and cyclists and visitors 
are well served by the availability of 
bed and breakfast accommodation 
and the two  
public houses in Biddestone. 
  
The excellent sports facilities in 
the Parish bring in many club 
members from outside the 
community.  Biddestone village  
hall is a popular venue for classes, 
courses, parties and other social 
events and the new children’s 
playground adds to its attraction. 

Whilst the survey showed that 
respondents were in favour of 
opening a cafe or tearoom and 
improving information about local 
walks and signposting, there was a 
general feeling that encouraging 
more tourism would be to the 
detriment of the community as a 
whole with increased traffic, parking 
problems and litter. 
           
Visitors and residents alike need to 
be encouraged to use and enjoy the 
beautiful environment in a 
responsible and respectful manner. 

“Biddestone church is a 
beautiful, simple building 
which has an atmosphere 

reflecting the worship of 
villagers for many, many 

years. It is a haven of calm 
and I have often spent 10 

minutes or so in the empty 
building calmed by the 

atmosphere.”
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“St Nicholas is a 
thriving, vibrant village 
church and we hope to 
keep it that way!”
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ISSUE VISION ACTION PARTNERSHIP/ 
COMMUNICATION

TIMESCALE

Fabric of church buildings 
and grounds

Well maintained and kept 
church and grounds with 
sufficient funding for repairs 
and restoration

Increase fund raising 
activities and awareness of 
church financial situation

Churches, local community, 
local businesses

Ongoing

Church serving whole 
community

Churches which are used 
by whole community and 
visitors not just for religious 
services

Organise more activities 
and events which will 
encourage a wider use of 
the churches

Churches, local community, 
schools, local businesses

Ongoing

Local shop and post office Improved local facilities 
within parish

Investigate possibility of 
opening village shop or 
mobile shop. Seek advice 
from CF

Community First, PC, local 
residents, WC, local businesses 
and property owners, churches 
and pubs

Ongoing

Lack of facilities for tourists Opening of cafe or tea 
room on permanent or 
regular basis for people 
who do not want to use 
public houses and for use 
when they are closed

With CF’s help, investigate 
possibility of increased use 
of local churches or open 
village hall or private 
enterprise

PC and local community, 
Community First, churches, 
existing local businesses and 
property owners

Ongoing

Public Conveniences in 
Biddestone

Open, well kept toilets with 
disabled access for visitors 
to village

Lobby local council to keep 
toilets open and plan 
necessary improvements

WC, Parish Council, local 
community

Toilets to be kept open 
and alterations made 
Spring ‘09
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 What Next?

With the publication of the Plan, 
our directly funded activities have 
come to an end. Now the real work 
begins! 
  
The Parish Council is now 
responsible for its  
implementation. The Plan will be 
fed by the Parish Council into the 
existing Chippenham and Villages 
Community Plan and will go to the 
new Area Boards later in 2009. 

The overwhelming feedback from 
our various surveys shows that 
people are proud of their 
community and would change very 
little. With the continued 
enthusiasm, support and help of 
the whole community, and building 
on the successes of this project, 
the Parish Council will be truly 
effective.  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