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	A meeting of the Biddestone & Slaughterford Parish Council took place at the Village Hall, Biddestone on Tuesday 12th December 2017 at 7.00pm.  The following members were present:

IN THE CHAIR:   Cllr S.Bruce (SB)
PRESENT:  Cllrs R de Fossard (RdF), A Juniper (AJ), Diana Webb (DW), A Williams (AW), M.Crystall (MC), G Brown (GB)              

                     A.Walton (VC),
In attendance         G Gill -Clerk/RFO 
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	To Receive & Approve Apologies for Absence : A.Short (AS)  J.Scott  (Unitarty Cllr)                       
Declaration of Interests: None

To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2017: Proposed by AJ as a true record, APPROVED and signed and dated by the Chairman.
To Receive & Act Upon Rolling Action List – Noted                                                                        Addendum #1
To Receive Notification of Planning Applications Approved - Noted
17/08337/FUL   3 Cuttle Lane Biddestone SN14 7DF

Proposal: Demolish single storey extensions and replace, detached garage and parking improvements

17/08859/TCA   Paddock adjacent to The School, The Green, Biddeston SN14 7DG

Proposal: Fell 1 Lime tree    

17/09290/FUL   Orchard House, The Green, Biddestone SN14 7DG
Proposal:   Demolition of existing garage and carport and erection of two storey home gym and integral garage                         
To Receive Notification of Planning Applications Received
17/09290/FUL   Orchard House, The Green, Biddestone SN14 7DG

Proposal:   Demolition of existing garage and carport and erection of two storey home gym and integral garage                                                       

                                                                                                                                NO OBJECTIONS
17/10480/LBC   Home Farmhouse, Biddestone

Proposal:  Replacement of 5 Existing Windows in South Elevation of property.  NO OBJECTIONS

FTTP CMK V33 5N 50   BT  Proposed pole at corner of Butts Close :  Clerk to write to BT to ascertain  why the replacement is necessary given Giggaclear will be providing the service in the near future.  If the pole must be replaced could this not be positioned within the hedge for better visual asthetics.
Finances

To Receive Statement of Balances for Accounts #1  £41026.13 &  #2  £503.07
To Approve Accounts for Payment November & December 201: SB proposed the payment of salary, grass cutting, HMRC and 3 Christmas Lunches amounting to £557.72
To Approve 2018/19 Precept: No increase to the present £8,080.00 precept was proposed for 2018/19 by VC and APPROVED.  Requirement form completed and signed by chairman and clerk.
Representatives & Working Party Reports: (Circulated prior to meeting)

Biddestone Village Hall & Recreational Trust : Financial policy prepared.  New pavilion work progressing expected to complete by early January 2018.  Project 2: conversion of existing changing rooms into larger bar/social room, awaiting quotes from contractors.  Firework night successful profits of over £2,000.00.
Chippenham Area Board: : No Report
CATG:  No meeting
Parish Steward’s Report: Grips and drains a priority.  

Rural Forum:  No report
Councillor Training Workshops:  A corporate planning workshop will be held on Tuesday, 9th January 2018
Slaughterford Update:   Bybrook & Flood Plan AW working on a plan.   Difficulties with digging out grips due to the pipework running alongside the bank, flooding at the bottom of the hill.   Flooding also at the end of Thickwood Lane.
Biddestone & Slaughterford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Cmt: Following a second meeting it was agreed that a consultation was needed with parish residents to ascertain whether a Neighbourhood Plan, Village Design Statement or an update of the Parish Plan would be the best way forward.  An open meeting to be called on 15th January 2018 to which all parish residents ,clubs and societies would be invited.
Consultations and Training Days 

WC Core Strategy Consultation Monkton Park, Chippenham  6.30 – 8.30   16.11.17   SB  It was agreed that Biddestone & Slaughterford Parish Council would make NO RESPONSE to the Consultation.
WC & SLCC Training Day, Trowbridge 9.00 – 4.00   17.11.17 :  SB reported an interesting day where WC officers were questioned on policies and procedures and gave a dismal report on the cuts facing the authority with the need for parishes to take on devolved services.   This would necessitate a rise in future parish precept.
Clerks Report

To Receive Confirmation of Declaration of Compliance from Pensions Regulator: Letter from the Pensions Regulator received acknowledging Compliance in place.
To Confirm Request for Register of Electors 2018: Clerk has requester the new Register of Electors.
To Receive Notification of External Auditor Appointment 2018:  PKF Littlejohn LLP  have been appointed
Dog fouling throughout the village: It was AGREED that notices should be placed in the Broadsheet at six monthly intervals advising dog owners to clean up after their dogs.  The Green has been particularly bad this year for dog fouling.
There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.45pm
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